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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this supplement is %o provide 2 recorded and

factual history of F Battery, 79th Aerial Rocket Artlllery,

- lat Cavalry Division '(A}ﬁmobile) during the period 1 February
11972 through 31 July 1972, |
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" PORMATION AND DEVELORMENT

A Migtory of B Battery, 79th (ARA), 1st Cavalry Division would
be incomplete without mention of units froem vhich it evolved.

The U.S. Army's first Aerial Rocket Artillqry unit was C Battery,
2nd Battalion (Gomposite), 42ndlArtillery. It was activated on

13 Feb 1963, at Fort Benning, GA, On that date, the unit was
re-deaignated I7th Artillery. The miasion of the 377th Artillery
was to develop tactics and technigues which would provide effective_
aerlal artillery fire support for an sirmobile division. |

Upon  completion of the initial develppment and testing phase, the

aerial rocket artillery battery was expanded to & battalion on

30 April 1964. The period ffém‘June 1964 to June 1965 was one of
intengive training, During this period the battalion developed individuel
skills, coordinated unit operations, and combined arme operation

in preparation for exercise Air Assault II, the final test of the
"Airmobile COnoept".. After successfully completing that test, the
battalion set upon perfecting what they had develped and demonstrated

to be ah invelueble asset, By the end of June, the first aerinl -
rocket artillery battalion was ready for use as an intregal element

of the world's first Airmobileé Division.

On 1 July 1965, the 3774h Artillery was re~designated, 2nd Battalion, AW,
© 20th Artillery to form an clement of the lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile).
Tho battalion conslsted of three firing batteries and ome headquertors
battery. During the first weeks of July 1965, the battalion reorganized,
offected necessary personnel changes, and was refitted with equipment
in conformity with a newly promulgatod TOE. Bmphasis wes placed‘on

training nssigned persomnnel in the intricaoies of aerial rocket



FPage 4 | _ .
artillery operations. On the 28th of that month, the President igsued

the order dispatching the lst Covalry Division (Airmobile) to the
Republic of Vietnom.

In 1968, C Battery, 2nd Battalion, 20th Artillery adopted their "Blue
Max" callsign, Since that time, the "Blue Max" has become kmown
throughout Vietnam. AH-1G Attack Hellcopteérs bearing the distinctive
blue meltese croéa hag provided' invaluable support for U.S. end allled
forces. On 1 August 1971 C G Battery, 2nd Batitalion, 20th Artillery
was re-designated F Battery, 79th Aerial Field Artillery, 3rd Brigade
(Scp), 1lst G&vnlr& Divigion (iirmobile).

As Vietnamization proved successful, and U.S. Troops were withdrawn,

the 3rd Brigade of the lst Cavclry Division "stood down". Remaining
units were placed under the operational control of "Task Force Gary
mmmmmmmunmmum.muwwummmmm
service F Battery, 79th Aeriel Field Artillery was inactivated.
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HISTORY (F THE "BLUE MLX

The. "Blue Mox" wae derived from the nnﬁient order of the "Elack

Mox", Legend places its beginning at the time of the Crusades,

The purpose of the Black Mex was to identify o knight who had

gone astrny and had viclated the code of knighthood, Thé. Elack

Max wos believed to possecss unususl powers. If it were worn contm
inously for a period of one year, 1t wouwld endow its bearer with

the strength to overcome his deficiénéy. In time it was "found®

thet the Black Max had the Power to acoomplish its purposé in less than
one year. In faot. it could accomplish its purpose in one week, provided
two conditions wera‘mct. (1) the Rlack Max must be worn ecch day at &
prescribed time for not less than & one hour period, and (2} the
Tecipient must make & concerted effort to correct his wrong doing.

At the helght of the Prussian Enpire, an award to honor their "Knightgt
in bottle was presented. It wes Enown as the "Elue Max", During

World War I, the "Blue Max" was the Germon equivalent of ocur Congress=-
ional Medel of Honor, | |



KILLED IN ACTICN
NAME

CHARIES S. WINDLER
HENRY M, SFENGLER
ROEERT F. WILLIAMS
RODNEY L. STROBRIDGE
JOHN R. HENN JR.
ISaAC Y. HOSAKA
STEPHEN E. SHIELDS
EDWIN G. NORTHUP

JOHN L, DILALLO
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RLNK

w2
GPT
CPT

CW2
ow2
1/LT
CPT
o2

BRANCH

Fi
AVN

HONCR ROLE

"LET IT BE KNOWN TO LLL

DEFENSE OF 4 NOBLE CLUSE®

POSITION
Aircraft Commender
Pilet
Aireraft Commander
Filot

Aircraft Commander
" Pilot

Aireraft Commander
Pilet
Tegt Pllot

CALISTGN

34
34X
10
10X
33
33x

THAT THESE MEN GAVE THEIR "MiX" IN

DATE  FLACE

5 Apr 72
5 Apr T2
11 Mey 72
11 May 72
R4 Moy 72
2/, Moy 72
20 Jun 72
20 Jwm 72

24 Jun 72

loc Ninh
Loc Ninh
An Loc

An loc

An lcc

4n Loc
Ten Khal
Tan Khel
Long Thanh

TIME
1030 Hcurs
1030 Hours
1233 Hours
1233 Hours
1425 Hours
1425 Hours
0955 Hours
0955 Hours
2340 Hours
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HaME

ROGER L. CAUBIE
MARCO A. CORDON

CPT

ERANCH

AVN

WOUKDED IN ACTION

POSITIN ~  DATE

”

Afrcraft Commander 11 Apr 72 loc Ninh 0930 hours

Pilot

21 Jun 72

Ten Khai 1430 Hours
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IN MEMORY

They renchod the aren that charlie wes in
net to far from the berder~line.,

The leodship relled in and started tc expend
follewed by 739. |

Down, dewn the wingship came

'apitting cuf reckets and lcad.
Down. o8d* down dived 739

net a word cver the radio was said.
Straight and true the brave men flew

until the clcck ran out of time
ind pleces we;e left as evidence

Ttwaes the death of 739,

hek any pilot that £lies at nite
the strange things he must see,
The shadew forms that don't seem right
end the things that just can't be.

&gk him about the phentem Cobra
that seems to follow behind.

I'm sure he'll tell about the Lerd's cwn wingship
The ghest of 739, |

"Blue Max 68p"
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IN MEMORY

Many odd things scem tc happen in
the chaos of passing time,

hnd there is e story I have to tell
abcut the ghost of 7393

In the "T,0.0" came & distant veice
as it brcke the still nite air.

"It's Flue Max we noed!" "It's Flue Max you'll get
held tight and we'LL be there,®

~ In the quiet of an 4sian morn
out of bed twe men did oclimb.
A Combat mission they were tc fly
in the wingship 739.

Four brave men in the early hrurg
dashed cut te the ¢hilly line,

Only fate knew what she had in store
fer the two in 739,

They started their engines and off they flew
like thunder in o olculdless sky,
Four beld men in death-dealing airoraft

Perchance to live, perchance tc die.

"Dlue Max 88pn



Period 1 Fsb 1972 thru 1 iug 1972

NAE

BASKETT, Williem F.
EROWN, Michael J,
CiMPEELL, Williom H
CORDON, Michael A,
CAUBLE, Roger L.
CAUSEY, Billy H.
CHUNN, Warren A,
CLLPFER, John W.
DLVIS, Harry L.

* DILALLO, John A,
DOBESH, Robert E,
FUNK, David L.
GALLOWAY, Michoel J.
GANAS, Johmny F.
GARRETT, Thomas W,
GC‘JER, James Mo

*HENN, Joln R,

*HOSAKA, Isaanc Y,
HOULT, Robert 8.
JACKSON, James T,
KNIGHT, Robert W.
LAGUENS, Delwin P.
LEACH, Williom P.
LYONS, William L.
MC COY, Doneld R.
MC CULLOUGH, Honald C.
Me Intyre, Barry F.
MC KAY, Lawrence E, Jr.

*NORTHUP, Edwin G.
PLRKER, Johm R, III
PHILLI'S, Jockie L,
PRESLEY, William R,
ROBISON, Cecil M,
RUSS0, Alan M,
SCRIVENER, Themos S.

SHIELDS, Stephen E,
SMITH, Clarence L.
SMITH, St@phen E,
SNOW, Williem B.

#SPENGLER, Henry M,
¥STROERIDGE, Redney L.

¥{illed in netion
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CITATIONS FOR VALOR

LMnyn
DFO-VHGC with SS

FH

FH
SS=SS=IF C
IoFC

DFG-IFC

FH
DFC
LCFC

VNGC with BS
ore
DFC=-AM"V"=TH
PH

AMNyN

AMUyn

My

LFC
oFC
Ay
AMmyn
S8-IFC
88

FH

DF CqiM 1y

DF CekiM TV M= Ry
VNGC with GS
My

SS=FH=-

npM fyn

DFC

AMuyn

58wFH

SS~PH

JENDING

S8

IFc

88

DFC

88-DFC~VNGC with 88
VNGC with 88
ACM"YN-YNCG with SS
DFC-BS"VY.YNGC with SS

VNGC with 88 R
89-IFC-VNGC with GS
VNGC with 88 '
DFO=-VNGC with 88 -
DFC~-VNGC with SS
VNGC with 88
8S-DFC~-VNGC with S8
S8~-DFC~VNGC with S8

DFO-REGC with SS
DFC

DFC-VNGC with 88
S8-VNGC with 8S

VNGC with 88

WNGC with SS
VNGC with S5

VNGC with 88
SS-IFC~-VNGC with S8
DFC~DFO-VNGC with 59
DFC-VNGG with 89

S8-IFC-VNGC with S8
SS-DFC-VNGC with 8S

- 88-VNGC with 83
VNGC with 85

IFC-VNGC with 88



NAME

TMS, Russell D,
TUSI, Ronnld L,
WHITE, John i,
¥ILLLiMS, Robert F.
WWINDLER, Charles C.

; AWLRDED

DFC~

DSC-LM 1y
DFC-VNGC with BS
38=FH

S8wFH

- Poage 1l

PENDING

- IFC=-VNGC with S8

S5-D3"V" VNGC with 88 -
DFC~iM"YY-VNGC with 88
DFC S
DFC-VNGC with 88
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UNIT GITATIONS

~ Presidentinl Unit Citation 1 Apr 72-25 Jun 72 pending
Valorcus Unit Citation 1 Oct 67 thru 31 Qot &7

swerded 15 Jan 70
Vietnames Gallantry Cress with Folm | 5 Apr 72 thru 27 Jun 72 pending



NAME

DAVID L, FUNK
ALAN M, RUSSO
HARRY L, DAVIS
MIGHAEL J. TROWN
JOHN W, CLAPFER

WILLIAM H. CAMPDELL
THOMAS W. GARTETT

CHiRLES S. HURT

DEIWIN P. LAGUENS

WILLILAM P,

CECIL M. RODISON
ARLIE E. MOORE
DILLY H. C4LUSEY

HENRY J. HARMELING

PAUL J. KEDROW

WILLIAM G. MITCHELL

JOHNNY F. GLNAS
JiMES M, GOWER
JAMES V. SUDDUTH

ELRRY Fo MO INTYRE
RUSSELL D. TOMS JR.

'RONALD L, TUSI
JOHN L, WHITE

RONALD C., MC CULLOUGH WOl 4VN

1E4LCH
JOHN R. TARKER III
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MiJ AR
CFT 1IN
CFT FA4
CIT I
C¥T F4
CFT FA
CFT AR
CFT F4
CPT LR
CIT Fi
CFT F&
GFT Fh
- 18G
CPT AR
CPT IN
CFT Fi
CPT IN
1/Lr
1/Le
CW3 4LVN
CW2 LVN
Cw2 LVN
W2 LVN
CW2 AVN

NICKNLME

NGOLF ATHER
MNURDINE®

"PUCK?

"RONES"

"OH TUKENMAN v
nSTOONM

"DIRTY SHEETSH
"LURCHN"

"DIG JOHN*
"MOOSEII

I!TOP"

NROLL EM4
MMOPSIE"
NDOFSIEN
"CHICKENFLLTE"
"LITTLE NURDENEM
ﬂMIKEﬂ

"OI.»'D MAN"
MAGTLLAM
MLIRDMAN®
"KING COIRA®
"LUFORDY
"ERUCIE" -

Cés

REMP 6
36

£

15
10
17
35
36
38
20

25

11
34
R4
37
12
11



JAMES T. JLCKSON
STEPHEN S. SMITH
ROEERT 8, CLAESON
NICHOLAS MOLEA
JACKIE L. PHILLIPS
ROBERT E. DOBESH

LAWRENCE B, MC KAY JR.
JUDSON E. FERRY
FREDRICK &, BENNETT
MICHAEL E. BERNATH
WARREN 4. CHUNN

MARCO A. GORDON
ROEEKT O, BHLERS
WILLIAM L. LYONG
THOMAS S. SCRIVENER
CLLRENCE 4. SMITH III
THOMAS W. GENTRY -
JORN ¥. RIEDER
WILLIIM B. SNOW
WILLIAM F| BASKETT
ROGER L. CLULLE
DANTEL H. DOANNE
MICHAEL J. GALLOWAY
ROEERT C. HOULT

RALFH E. JOHNSTON
ROEERT W. KNIGHT
ROLERT P, LYNN
CHARLES F. MARISCHEN
DONALD K. MC COY
WILLI:M K. PRESLEY

ERNEST W. RICKEND/CKER

WCl LVN
WOl AVN

CPT TC

CW2  LWN
CwWe LW
Wbl ALVN

MAJ Fh
CPT ADi
CFT Fi:
CPT F4
CPT F&
CPT AR
CPT Fh
CPT AR
CPT Fi&
CPT AR
1/LT Fi
1/LT 7¢
1/LT INF
CW2  LVN
Ch2 LVN
WOl AVN
Cwe LW
W2 LVN
W2 AWy
CWe  AvH
CW2 AVN
W2 LVN
CW2 LVN
CW2 ALVN

CW2 AVN

Page 17

"JET JACKSON"

" ngavEgn |

 ngkIpPYY
"NICK THE GREEKM
"BLBYROY
nDULIOUS"

"SUFER TIGER"
AN

~ NSTICK"

"UNCLE EERNIEM
wgn ngw

IIW*RG"

"BUFFALO CHIPSY
"DIRTY OLD MAN®
"UNOLE EERNIE JRY
NSMITTYN

ﬂLﬂ e

TTSLEAZY"

IISI{E‘,PII

NFESTUSH

MS/FETY SEXh
WIRON MIKEY
wpQPN

NLITTLE LITM
"KN NIGHT"
WFRITOM

'S TLENGER"
UMONK

"PAKIN FIREM WELVIS!
"FLST EDDIEM

24

14
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KILLED IN ACTION

JOHN L. DILALLO CW2  AVN "I LCKN

JOHN R. HENN JK. CW2  AVN "CHICKENMANY

ISLAC Y. HOSAKK OW2  AVN " IKE"

EDWIN G. NCRTHUP CPT  Fa MSILENT EBM

STEFHEN E, SHIELDS ~ 1/LT IiF "JOE SHIT THE RAG MM
RODNEY L. STROZKIDGE CPT  Fi "RODM

KENRY M. SPENGLEK  CPT IF WAV

KOEERT ¥.. WILLIAMS CPT INF

CHARLES S. WINDLER CW2 LVN "WINDY"
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THE DLUE M/LTESE CROSS

Ml

Cell sign

"ELUE MAX"

CHOWN: White

Smell lettering: White
Engles: White with Ilack Trim
LDerder cn Cress: Yellew
Lackgreunds Tlue
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¢/Disgenel Elack

Dackgrrund Yellcw

Hecrs

5t

L

A

LD

\
bfn

o) WAV ‘

L I

Rl




el
R i \"\_}\u:;?\.)

Arrntaiy

------ Red
WORLD WLR I Herld Wer IT
St. Mihiel Nermendy (with
Lerraine 1918 arrcwhead)
Nerthern France
Rinelend
Lrdennesg-Llsace

Yollow = = = Centrel Eurcpe

- = = w =Yollcy

COAT OF ARMS, SEVENTY-NINTH AEKIAL FIELD ARTILLERY

Delgian Feurragere 1940 _
Cited in the Order of the Dey cf the Delgien Army fcr eetion in Polgiux

i

Cited in the Order of the Day of the Delgisn irny for aeticn in'fhe
Ardenngs. _
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SHIELD:
CREST:

8CROLL:

SHIELD:

CHEST:

Fage 29
DESCRIPTION CF THE COLT CF

LRMS
TWENTIETH FIELD ARTILLERY

BLAZON
Gules, cn o bend cr a fusil «f the field,

On a wrecth cr end gules izsuent frem bnse a demi-trident
with prongs in the ferm of a fleur-~da-lis of the first, loeped
aboeut its shaft with ends upturned ond ferked o 7ibbon of the
secend edged vert,

Enscribed with regimentcl mottes "Duty, not reward",

TMECLISM

The fleld of red reprosents the artillery. For its pert in
breaching the Hindenburg Line in 1918, tho 20th 4Lrtillery
Regiment wen the right te include the gelden bar on the shield.
The red diemcnd represents the 5th Divisicn, the regiment!s
poront crgonizaticn during Werld Wer I, and ies the same design
ag that divisicnts shoulder patch.

The gelden trident, simuloting & fleur-de-lisg refers tc the
crgonlzetionts porticipatin in the DeDny landing in Nermendy
during Werld Wer II. The invesicon was kncwn es Operotion
Trident. The ribben is in the cclers (red and green) of the
Belgian Fourrcgere for which the 20th Artillery Battalicn

wes twice cited (fer acticon in Belgium end the Lrdennes) during
Woerld Wer 1I.



4 IETTER OF COMMENDATION |
13 May 1972

The purpose of this memorandum 1g tc report en the superb performenge
of your unit:

"FuBattery-79th Lorial Ficld Artillery

ls During thig Pericd, I wes on the greund dn An Lee with the Divigicn
Commander of the sth ARVN Divigien, The perimeter wag the sum trtal of
l-grid_squnre. Elements of the 5th, 7th, and oth Ny Divisicen gupperbed by
nedern tonks cenverged on thig lettle rerimeter, There wes nc artillery
ecvoring in Log and after onc week ne artillery was able %c fire cut frem
within, Additicnally, there were ne friendly ferces ~utside te previde
security ey any form cof early worning., The arec was attacked day and night,
anti-girercft fire fren 23MM,  37MM, .51 caliber, snd cther tggcriment of
woapens rendercd on extreme hagerd te elreraft,

2¢ To come tr the essonce ¢f thig cermendaticon, let me state in Deugh-
bey-foxhole longuege whaot yeur undt did e save me tnd a small hendful

of imericens, plus en ARVY Divisicn. The aforementicned unit went far
beycnd expechotion cf nermsl suppcrt=cf 8ll the massive suppcert that

wes provided me at in lLeo te ecordinate, the Cobreg energed os supremo.
Every redic serecmed when they henrd Cebre's vere cn the wey, neinly
boeruse ¢f thedp cheerful sand willing pilets, the oxtrome ecourncy of the
weepons, its built-in cym Fil, cwm gunner-pilet, and no time weg wagted
in engeging the torgets., Netewerthy was the ability tc strike frem high
or lew level ond its short furneorcund tine fop re-fuel, re~grm. The
impertance f thig suon nt 19 beyend oy faculty tc report. This unit

w8 thu maingtsy in brunting the blg tank atteck, 12-15 4pril 1972, The
oxnet numbor cf danks destreyed I am net sure, but whetever the nunber,
1t wos great, additicnelly, the Cebres et cruntlegs times suppertod _
LVN Infantry trying te ro~gein lest greund, The acourccy and clesoncas
is nc deubt wiperalloled, An Lee is gtill in friendly hande, '

3¢ In wmy rpinden, I truly believe thet this typc suppert con cnly be
labled gs unprocedentod, Lgide fren the suppcrt, ennede attitude, ond the
focling of warmth fer the ~en en the grrund were of the highest crder, The
evorlasting statement by the individual Pilrts which stoted "IZ1l be beck ng

8CCh as I can re-arm,! ig bogt described os "ncthing mere eruld have been
agked, " '

be I highly recermend the Fresidentinl Unit Citatien eng ony cther valep
awerds thot oon be besteyweq upen this fine unit, ;

WILLIM H., MILLER
Cclenel, Infantry ‘
Senicr ldviger, 5th [LVN Divigien
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OFERLTIONAL SUMMARY

DURING THE FERIOD 1 FED 1972 THRU 31 JULY 19‘72, F DLTTERY, 79TH

AERIAL FIELD A(RTILLERY, 3RD [RIGAGE (SEEERATE), 1ST GAVAIRY DIVISION
(ATRMODIIE), CONTINUED TO TERFORM ITS MYRIAD ASSCRTMENT CF MISSIONS.

IN 4 GENERAL AND DIRECT SUPTORT ROLE, THE UNIT SUFTORTED MEDICAL
EVACUATIONS, TROOF INSERTIONS AND EXTRACTIONS, VISUAL 4ND ELECTRONIC
DAY/NIGHT SURVEILLANCES, AND GLOSE AIR SUITORT FOR FRIENDLY TROOTS

IN CONTAGT. AS U.S. TROOF WITHDRAWAL CONTINUED, LND THE ROLE (F U.S.
FORCES WAS DOWNGRADED, WILUE MAX® FOUND THEMSELVES IN AN EVEN GREATER
DEMAND, MISSIONS THAT HAD IEEN FERFORMED DY AVILKTION UNITS WHICH HAD
SINCE "STOOD DOWN", LECAME & FART CF THE DATTERY'S REST'ONSIGILITY.

FLIGHT HOURS INGRELSED EACH MONTH, UNTIL THEY FEAKED DURING THE MONTH

OF ATRIL WHEN THE ENEMY L.UNCHED THEIK SIRING/SUMMER CFFENSIVE AGAINST
LOC NINH-AN LOC. IN THAT MONTH LLONE 1623 CQMDLT HOURS WERE FLOWN.

THIS WAS DY FAR THE GREATEST NUMIER CF CQMEAT FLIGHT HOURS EVER LOGGED

BY 4NY U.S. ARMY AVIKTION UNIT OF CQMELRALLE SIZE IN THE 10 YELR

VIETNAM CONFLICT. THIS SIX MONTH FERIOD, HIGHLIGHTED LY THE CFFENSIVE
WiS TO SEE LRVN AND US. AIRMEN ENGAGING ENEMY FORCES EQUIFTED WITH

THE MOST SOTHISTICATED WELTONS THEY HAD THUS FAR EMFLOYED IN THE WiR.
DURING THE CFFENSIVE WHICH DEGAN ON 5 ATRIL 1972, "LLUE MAX" TROVIDED
CONTINOUS DAY AND NIGHT AERIAL ROCKET LRTILLERY SUFTORT AGAINST
NUMERICALLY SUFERIOR ENEMY FORCES WHICH HAD SURRCUNDED THE CITY (F

AN L0Gs THE ENEMY'S GOAL, AND ONE THAT WAS FUPLICLY ANNOUNCED TO THE
WORLD WAS TO CAITURE AN LOG AND ESTALLISH 4 "IEOTLES COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT"
THEREDY FROVING THAT U.S. VIETNAMIZATION EFFORTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM HAD
FATLED.IN THEIR GALLANT SUTFORT, "DLUE MAXY LVIATORS ENCOUNTERED THE MOST !
INTENSE ANTI~4IRCRAFT FIRE EVER EXIERIENCED LY U.S. 4RMY AVIATION AT

ANY TIME OR IL4CE IN ITS HISTORY. DAILY MISSIONS LECAME DARING ENCOUNTERS
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IN WHICH THE COTRA GUNSHIF WiS FITTED 4GLINST ENEMY TANKS, MISSLES,
AND ANTI-AIRCRAFT WEAFONS OF VIRTUALLY'EVERY OALITER IN THE ENEMY
ARSENAL. WITH ARTILLERY SU;IORT NON EXISTENT, FRIENDLY FORCES
WERE ON THE FRINK OF DEFEAT ON SEVERLL OCCASIONS. IN E4ACH INSTANCE
"LLUE MAX" WAS DECISIVE IN DENYING ENEMY FORCES AN ASSURED VICTCRY.
WHEN INCLEMENT WEATHER, AND THE EROXIMIT¥ OF FRIENDLY FORCES TO THE
ENEMY FRECLUDED THE USE OF HEAVY TACTICAL AIR SUTTORT, "DLUE MAXM
WAS THE ONLY AIR SUFFORT WHICH COULD I EMITOYED., AFTER TWO AND
ONE-HALF MONTHS CF SAVAGE FIGHTING, 3 FADLY RATTERED ENEMY DIVISIONS
(STH~7TH AND 9TH NVAL) ALNDONED THEIR CFFENSIVE WITH VIRTUALLY NO
GAINS IN MR III. THIS DATTIE HLS SINCE IROVEN T0 LE THE IMFETUS
FOR THE AKVN LND THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FEOILE TO DEFEAT AND DRIVE ..
THE DOMMUNIST 4GGRESSORS FROM THEIK GGUNTRY. DURING THIS IERIOD /,LONE,
(5 AFRIL THRU 25 JUNE 1972), "ILUE MAX" WAS CREDITED WITH 1039 ENEMY
KILLS, AND 4N IMIRESSIVE NUMIER OF ENEMY WEAPCNS AND SUFFLIES; TO
INCLUDE 12 TANKS DESTROYED AND 4 DAMLGED DEYOND USE. ALTHOUGH THIS

IN ITSELF WAS 4 MONUMENTAL EFFORT, THE UNITS GRE.LTEST LCCLLIM LIES

IN THE COUNTLESS U.S. AND ARVN SOLDIERS IT HAD SAVED LY ITS COURLGEOUS
AND RESIONSIVE SUFiORT. FOR ITS 4CTIONS, F TLTTER, 79TH LERIALIFIELD .
ARTILIERY WAS RECOMMENDED FOR THE U.S. FRESTDENTILL LND VLLOROUS UNIT
CITATIONS, THE VIETNAMESE GALLANTRY CROSS WITH IALM, AND THE U.8, ARMY
AVILTION UNIT OF THE YE&R, ALTHOUGH ITS SUCCESSES WERE MANY, THEY
WERE NOT ACCOMFLISHED WITHOUT LOSHS. THIRTY~THREE IERCENT OF THE UNIT'S
LVIATCR TERSONNEL WEKE KILLED IN AGTION, AND OTHERS HAD TEEN WOUNDED.

(F THE CRIGINAL 12 COIR4 GUNSHIIS IN THE LATTERY INVENTORY, 75% HAD LEEN
LOST TO [ATTLE DIMAGE., (F THE 21 GUNSHIFS WHICH WERE FLOWN AGLINST THE
ENEMY, ONLY TWO BSCAFED WITHOUT [ATTLE DAMAGE. THE GALLANTRY F THE
AVILTORS OF "CLUB  MAX" HAS LEEN RECOGNIZED DY THE RECCMMENDATION CF

ONE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS, 17 SILVER STAKS 4ND 33 DISTINGUISHED

T ambep .
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FLYING CROSSES. AFTER THE ENEMY HAD TEEN DEFEATED AT 4N Loc,"B;UE
MAX" WS DEFLOYED T0 MILITARY REGION I TO TARTICIEATE IN THE QUANG
TRI OFFENSIVE, THE UNIT DEFARTED LONG THANH ON 25 JUNE 1972 AND WAS
OFERATIONALLY READY FOR ITS 1ST COMIVT MISSION ON 27 JUNE 1972,
DURING THE MONTH TERIOD VHICH WOULD IE THE LST THE UNIT WOULD SERVE
IN VIETNAM, YDLUE MAX" IROVIDED AERIAL FIELD ARTILLERY SUIiCRT FOR
FOUR MAJOR INSERTIONS CF SOUTH VIETNAMESE MARINES INTO AND AROUND
THE CITY OF QUANG TRI. AFTER 7 YE/RS CF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE,
"LLUE MiX" RECEIVED CRDERS TO "STAND DOWNY. THE LAST COMEAT MISSION
WhS FLOWN ON 31 JULY IY C4FTAING ITLLY H. CAUSEYATAUL J. KEDROW-~THOMAS
W. GARKET AND 1/LT JOHNNY F. GANAS.,
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BATTLE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
(ENEMY LOgES)

' LCC NINH/AN LOC CFFENSIVES

EQUIRMENT

TANKS SOVIET T-54
TLNKS SOVIET PTw76
TRUCKS
75MM Recclless Rifle
5TMM AL Weapon

3MMM AL Wecpons

R3MM AA Weapons

12, MM AL Wezpen

14.5MM 44 Wespon

30 Cal Lk Weapen

RRM mochinegun

LK=47

AK-50

81MM Mortors

E 40 Recket Laufrchor
¥ENEMY FERSONNEL

EUILDINGS 20 x 40 & larger
LUNKERS

CACHES

SECONDLRY EXPLOSICNS

DE§TRQ!§Q DAMAGED
8 : 6
4 0
25 ' Sacres

1 0

}...I
[
© O B »~ H o o

112

15

7 2

v 9
1039
245
25

8 Fuel

Weunded wnknown

30 Ordnance 9 Wecpen

- 300-1500 Ft
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ENEMY LOSES

All cther acticns during reperting pericd:

WELPONS DESTROYED LMAGED

12,7 MM 1 1

TRUCKS 2 1

AK=47 11 R

81IMM Mertor 1 0

60MM Mertaors 2 2

E=40 Grenade Leuncher 6 1
.Personnel 137 _ | 14

Puildings 12 8

Caches . 1 Fuel 3 crdnance 0 Weopons
Seccndary Explesicns 300 Ft nnd.Greater | 4
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MISSIONS

MONTH ELZ MR AZR MAY
FIRE MISSION 90 65 133 93
MEDIVAG 10 9 22 20
GAPS 108 59 70 89
VISUAL REGONS 41 35 4R 15
ESCORTS .. er 49 37
MAINTENANCE 100 166 180 160
ADMINISTRLTION 67 79 101 90
TRAINING 12 8 6 73
TOTALS
490 488 603 518

"BLUE MAX" PROVIDED ESCORT FOR:
WOUNDED TROOPS 273

ARVN TROOPS INSERTED/EXTRACTED 10,850
Us THOOPS INSERTED/EXTRLCTED 1,149

Poge 29

64

48
vy
13

80
81
14

330

32

62

n



STATISTICS

MONTE_ - HOURS FLOWN  MLINT/AVAIL SORTIES =

FERRUARY | 1126 9%% 1708
MARCH 1092 2% 1455
APRIL 1623 924 | 2518
MaY 1215 g8% 1562 -
| JUNE Q17 ' 91% _ 1350
JULY 730 , 79% 981

ORDNLNCE EEENDITURES

T ROGKETS 2,72 MINIGUN 7,62  GRENWDES 4O
FEERULRY 9,810 20,400 3,955
MARGH 10,536 23,900 5,265
AFRIL 23,056 . 187,500 11,995
MAY : 14,037 85,503 10,355
TONE | 6,841 19,475 . 3,815
JUDY 2,565 9,800 2,680
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VIP ESCORTS

1. Nguyen Van Thiou President Republic of Viet‘nam.
2. Ambassador Bllswerth Dunker

3. Secrotary of the Army Robert F, Froehlke

4 General Creighten W. Abrams - COMUSMACY

5. Gonercl Fredrick Weyond COMUSMACY
6, Lt. Gen Williem Mc Caffrey DCG, USIRV

7. Maj Gen Jemes M. Hellingswerth CG, TRALC, RVN

8. BG James F. Hamlet (G, 3rd Ede (SEP),V lst Cav Div (4M)
©. BG MadBog Director U.S; Army Aviotion
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